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[TITLE] ANDREA ACCOMAZZO, ROSETTA FLIGHT DIRECTOR, ESA (English)

“Coming to an end of the flight part of the mission, for sure, brings some sadness. No doubt, they prefer to see it not as the end of mission, it’s just an accomplished milestone of the mission and the mission is all the data that we still have to digest and exploit in the coming decades.”

“What we have been doing in the last weeks of the flight of Rosetta has been extremely challenging. Much more challenging than what we have done, for example, for the landing of Philae.”

“Once we have done the collision course manoeuvre to direct Rosetta towards the comet then there’s nothing very much we can do to control the spacecraft so we let the spacecraft fall down towards the comet. We’ll go through an environment we haven’t explored yet. We’ll go below two kilometres from the surface. We don’t expect any problem to occur but we don’t know exactly whether there will be gas jets capable of tumbling the spacecraft. We don’t expect so but you never know. We explore.”

[TITLE] ANDREA ACCOMAZZO, ROSETTA FLIGHT DIRECTOR, ESA (Italian)

An explanation of the final manoeuvres for Rosetta before hitting the comet surface. (Italian)

[TITLE] SYLVAIN LODIOT, ROSETTA SPACECRAFT OPERATIONS MANAGER, ESA (English)

“It’s one final manoeuvre. It’s on its way to the spacecraft as we speak. It takes place this evening basically and that will put us on a collision course with the comet and then we’ll have a descent of 14 hours before we have a controlled impact on the surface of the comet.”

“There’s loads of emotions. We’ve all been working on this mission for quite some time now, spent days and nights with Rosetta. So yeah, to say goodbye of course is a bit sad but it’s also been so rewarding and so full of also positive energy and joys that ok it’s also a happy ending basically.”

[TITLE] SYLVAIN LODIOT, ROSETTA SPACECRAFT OPERATIONS MANAGER, ESA (French)

How he feels now that the mission is coming to an end. (French)

An explanation of the final manoeuvres that will take Rosetta to the comet’s surface. (French)

The challenges of the final descent to the surface. (French)

[TITLE] JOSE-LUIS PELLON BAILON, ROSETTA SPACECRAFT OPERATIONS ENGINEER, ESA (English)

“When Rosetta is falling into the comet, it is in a trajectory that will collide with the comet. In the last six hours we will send commands to update the pointing and also the commands for the camera OSIRIS.”

“I feel sad. I started working in Rosetta on another section already back in 1998 and I joined the team, the flight control team, in 2008. So it’s many years working for this mission and I feel sad because it’s coming to an end. I will feel also happy if everything goes well tonight.”

“We expect to see in the spectrum analyser that the carrier signal disappears. That would be goodbye to Rosetta.”

[TITLE] JOSE-LUIS PELLON BAILON, ROSETTA SPACECRAFT OPERATIONS ENGINEER, ESA (Spanish)

How he feels about the mission’s end. (Spanish)

A description of the final hours of the mission. (Spanish)

The challenges of the final mission planning. (Spanish)


